
Parish Council Meeting (via Zoom) 

Wednesday 27th January 2021 

Present: Fr. Emmanuel Adindu, Fr Festus Ejiofor, Geraldine Comaish, Susie Haywood, Marian 
Emly, Anne Waddington, Julie Trumble, Ben Oldham, Teresa Todd, Susan Teggart, Sarah 
Hurley, Barbara Pounder 

1. Prayer 
2. Apologies: Christine Byre 

3. Minutes of the last meeting: Agreed by Geraldine and seconded by Anne Waddington  
4. Matters Arising:  

● Reopening of the church - Father Emmanuel has been impressed by the 
attendance and grateful that churches remain open, we will continue to follow 
the rules and guidance. Communion for the sick and housebound - Fr Emmanuel 
spoke recently to a number of parishioners and the SVP is working within the 
parish to ensure the sick and housebound are not left out. However, Teresa is 
aware that there may be a new group of parishioners that are now no longer 
able to attend Mass and may now be classed as sick or housebound. Are we 
aware who these people are? Is it possible to contact those who would normally 
attend Mass regularly to find if their needs are being met? 12 months on there 
may be members of the parish that have not had any contact. Geraldine will 
request a note in the bulletin to invite those who have not had any contact 
during lockdown to inform the Parish Office that they would like someone to be 
in touch. Julie suggested that we contact the SVP first to make sure that we are 
not ‘doubling up’ when making contact. Marian suggested that, once it is safe to 
do so, it would be good to hold a special ‘Healing Service’ for the sick to 
welcome back parishioners that have been shielding, and allow them to receive 
Holy Communion in church. 

● Sacramental Preparation - Jessica Wilklinson has taken over the responsibility 
of preparation within the parish but she needs extra support. It would be good 
to encourage some new and younger members of the parish to get involved and 
some will be approached. Our Y5 pupils have not yet received their First Holy 
Communion (should have happened in Y4). The Parent Meetings with current Y3 
(First Reconciliation) and Y4 (Holy Communion)  have gone ahead but no dates 
have been set. Planned Confirmation has been postponed and there is a Y6 
group that are due a further session before their Confirmation can go ahead. No 
further dates will be booked until lockdown has ended. 

● Piety Stall - Geraldine sold out of Christmas cards. Geraldine is happy for 
people to text/contact her if they would like something as it is not currently 
possible for her to stand behind a stall. She is able to get most things if people 
ask for anything specific, 

● Roles - Geraldine has drawn up a list of roles but feels we need to wait until 
current circumstances change (Stewards etc. no longer required) before asking 
people to take on anything new. 

● Finances - Amanda and Fr Emmanuel report an increase in the number of 
people paying by Standing Order. Ben is aware that there was a generous 
response as people set up/increased standing orders and made donations 
through schools. Geraldine will ask Amanda to put out a note of thanks on the 
bulletin. 

 



5. Present situation re Mass attendance and those unable to attend Mass                  
see ‘Matters Arising’ 

6. Sacramental preparation and reception 
see ‘Matters Arising’ 

7. Financial situation and response to appeal 
see ‘Matters Arising’ 
 

8. CAFOD 
● CAFOD has launched a campaign focusing on a dry area of Ethiopia, Afar. ‘The 

Big Walk for Water’ encourages people to walk 10,000 steps a day for 40 days to 
mirror Abdella, a 23 year old who, every day, makes a tiring and dangerous 10 
hour walk for water. Bronagh Daly is willing to lead the appeal and set up a Just 
Giving Page, through which all parishioners can donate. The campaign will be 
promoted through the bulletin and at Mass. The daily 10,000 steps could be 
completed by an individual or shared between a family group/community group. 
Those not able to donate via the Just Giving site could still donate via a CAFOD 
envelope. Sarah Hurley will look for opportunities to involve our schools. This 
would be a parish project for Lent and cover the Lenten Alms with a £750 target 
(as this would fund the cost of a solar pump). 

 
9. AOB  

● Eric Liddell has resigned so a new Parish Councillor is needed from Holy Name. 
Ben Oldham is willing to ask parishioners. 

● The Parish Council would like to ensure that Michael Walker, organist at St 
Mary's for 30 plus years, is acknowledged in the near future for his service to 
the church. Fr Emmanuel will organise a medal. 

● A note of thanks will be given in the bulletin to Laura Blinston for her long-term 
commitment to Guiding. 

● It was suggested that a sub-committee should be set up through which 
recognition for service and commitment to the parish can be recognised and 
rewarded as this would be a better system than making decisions at PC 
meetings. 

● Fr Festus thanked the PC for making him welcome at his first meeting. 
 

10.  Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st April, 7:30pm 

 
11. Closing prayer 


